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Abstract 
Urban parks are important fragment of amenity green spaces in the 
cities. These are not only significant tool for the assessment of 
sustainability of cities but also environmentally, aesthetically, 
culturally, economically and socially are very important component of 
urban systems. Providing parks near their neighborhoods is vital for 
their functions as recreational areas for citizens. Governments of 
different regions have designed their own classification and typology of 
parks depending upon prevailing climate, land use, culture and need. 
Bahawalpur is a developing city of the Punjab province of Pakistan. 
City is rapidly expanding due to the raise in population resulting from 
natural growth as well as from rural-urban migration. New private 
residential colonies are quickly emerging, road network is widening 
and other activities are expanding hence need for open and green 
spaces are also increasing. This study on Urban Parks of Bahawalpur 
aims to provide baseline knowledge about the distribution and 
allocation gaps of parks and to help in identification of potential areas 
for such amenity spaces. An extensive field survey was conducted to 
explore the distribution pattern of parks and ANGSt Model was 
applied. Serviceability of these parks has been evaluated by employing 
statistical indices like, number of parks, service area, service 
population and park area per capita. Findings of the study may 
contribute in helping the town planners for understanding the demands 
of new parks regarding this municipal facility and potential areas 
which are deprived of parks. 

 
Keywords: Urban parks, Buffering Technique, Service area, Service Population, 

Greening  
 
I.  Introduction 

The era of concrete is era of the past. Today, cities and communities want to grow 
smart, grow green and grow sustainable. In today’s world parks and green spaces have 
been recognized as an important element in people’s quality of life. It is also becoming 

increasingly accepted that they contribute to the sustainability and adornment of towns 
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and cities. Importance of parks and other green spaces in enhancing the urban 
environment has been recognized by researches about many cities of the world.  Parks are 
one of the most effective ways to build a sense of community and improve quality of life 
of citizens. Everybody likes parks because it is an effective cure of physical and mental 
stress.  
 
Lord Rogers’ in Urban Task Force Report defined parks as; 

“Urban Parks should be conceived of as an outdoor room within a 

neighborhood, somewhere to relax, and enjoy the urban experience, a venue 
for a range of different activities, from outdoor eating to street entertainment; 
from sport and play areas to a venue for civic or political functions; and most 
importantly of all a place for walking or sitting-out. Public spaces work best 
when they establish a direct relationship between the space and the people who 
live and work around it” (Rogers, 2005) p. 57). 

 
Urban park is an open space for recreational use, can be natural or semi-natural 

too. In urban areas the land which is primarily for amenity, both visual amenity and 
enjoyment for access and recreation is characterized as urban parks. Urban parks fulfill 
the same environmental and recreational functions as natural areas but on smaller scale. 
Gorge Brown called urban parks as “virtual islands” that exist within urban areas (Brown, 
2008).Parks in urban areas perform number of environmental and ecological services.  
Furthermore, aesthetic, historical and recreational values of urban parks increase the 
attractiveness of the city and promote it as tourist destination, thus generating 
employment and revenues (Chiesura, 2004). So the need and importance of parks in 
urban areas cannot be disregarded.  

 
Different types of classification systems are adopted for Urban Parks depending 

upon the characteristics of the regions concerned. These recreational standards for 
different types of urban parks vary from country to country depending upon the habitat 
and overall pattern and demand of usage. The controlling factors in this prospect are 
population size, density, climate and cultural habits.  

 
Bahawalpur is a rapidly developing city of the Punjab province of Pakistan. 

Significant changes are occurring in the land use of the city over time and new residential 
and housing colonies are emerging in the city boundary. Hence the built up area and 
population of the city is also increasing with the course of time. New private and 
government housing colonies are developing. Extensive road network has been drawn 
and many new commercial areas have been emerged. Many open spaces have been 
engulfed by the urban sprawl. Keeping in view the aesthetic and recreational purpose, the 
city area has been embedded with a variety of small and large green spaces. When 
parkland is acquired and development funds are put in place, it is essential to develop 
parks that are accessible, inviting and capable of accommodating many different 
populations ranging from children, to adults, to the elderly, to whole family groups. A 
key component of large urban parks is city funding. A city cannot expect to meet a 
quarter or even a half‐mile goal without securing and dedicating adequate resources to 
acquire and develop parkland and, even more importantly, to maintain them as vital 
long‐term assets. Relying largely on city general funds for parks, operations leave parks 
at the whim of city budget cycles, and one of the first victims of the budget axe in 
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economic downturns. In addition, lack of funding for ongoing maintenance means that 
staff are often left with the decision to let maintenance issues remain until they can be 
addressed as capital improvements within bond packages – in other words, park facilities 
come to the point of physical deterioration before they can be addressed.  
 
II.  Theoretical Framework 

Every region has to generate its own typology and standards because requirements, 
spatial patterns, land use and user approach differ from one region to another. Wolch, 
Byrn and Newell (2004) have noted that many cities of United States have implemented 
useful strategies to increase the supply of urban green space, especially in park-poor 
neighborhoods. 

  
However, a typology of green space based on type of space alone does not give a 

complete and satisfactory picture therefore other approaches also need to be considered 
for further details. In this context example of European region can be referred where most 
of the local authorities develop their strategies for open space provision and management 
based on either the standards set by the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA, 
1992) or according to the hierarchy of services provision based on the London Planning 
Advisory Committee (LPAC) accessibility/catchment hierarchy (Space, 2000), or a 
variation of this. Table 1 shows a hierarchal classification based on standards of size and 
services followed by the authorities of London and some other cities of UK.  
 
Table 1: Standards used for classification of urban parks in European cities  

Type Size Catchment 
area 

Characteristics 

Principal/City/Metropolitan 
Parks 

More 
than 8.0 
hectares 

Up to 
whole city 

A varied physical resource 
and a wide range of facilities, 
which would generally be 
recognized as a visitor 
attraction 

District Parks Up to 8.0 
hectares 

1,500  to  
2,000 
meters 

With a mixture of landscape 
features and a variety of 
facilities such as sports 
field/playing fields and play 
areas 

Community Parks Up to 4.0 
hectares 

1,000 to 
1,500 
meters 

With both landscape features 
and a variety of facilities like 
sports play 

Local Parks Up to 1.2 
hectares 

500 to 
1,000 
meters 

With play area and informal 
green area and landscape 
features but lacking other 
facilities  

Source : (Dunnett, Swanwick, & Woolley, 2002). 
 

This type of hierarchical classification can only be suitably applied to publicly 
owned and managed green spaces that are accessible for some form of recreation and 
there are also separate hierarchies that can be applied to children’s playing areas. 

Whatever the approach is used, this form of hierarchy can be combined with the typology 
suggested above to provide a framework for categorizing individual sites. 
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In effect, contact with and access to nature is beneficial to the people’s quality of 

life. English Nature (now Natural England) provides a set of standards for evaluating the 
provision of and access to natural places, Accessible Natural Green-space Standards 
(ANGSt). The standards set off by the work of(Harrison & Nature, 1995),(Handley & 
Nature, 2003)and English Nature’s A Space for Nature (Nature, 1996)aim to provide 
benchmarks for assessing the provision of places where people can experience and enjoy 
nature and form part of the UK government guidance on open space provision. They 
recommend that provision should be made of at least two hectares (ha) of accessible 
natural green space per thousand population according to four hierarchical levels 
(Hayden Brooks et al., 2011).  

 
The ANGSt model specifies following guidelines for green space access provision; 
1. No person should live more than 300meters from their nearest area of natural 

green space of at least 2ha in size 
2. There should be at least one accessible 20ha site within 2km from home 
3. There should be one accessible 100ha site within 5km 
4. There should be one accessible 500ha site within 10km 
 

The ANGSt model therefore specifies the provision of certain sizes of green 
spaces within certain distances. It provides a standard against which local access and 
developments which may change local access can be compared. (Nature, 2003) describes 
how information on green space access can be used to set action priorities. These are very 
famous and highly acceptable standards which are used in many researches all over the 
world. Several case studies and researches can be mentioned which used ANGSt 
model(Barbosa et al., 2007; Comber, Brunsdon, & Green, 2008; Harrison & Nature, 
1995; Nature, 2002; Pauleit, Slinn, Handley, & Lindley, 2003) 

 
Like other countries, Pakistan has its own infrastructure classification and 

standards, approved by Government of Pakistan. According to the report of Government 
of Pakistan; Ministry of Housing and Works, Environment and Urban Affairs Division, in 
Pakistani cities planned green spaces are generally associated with outdoor recreation 
which are further subcategorized into stadiums and play field, designed for active 
recreation, while parks and zoos etc, are meant for relaxation, sightseeing i.e. passive 
recreation. The demand of active recreational facilities is very much a function of social 
preference. But increasing size of population and population density implies that 
Bahawalpur city is in dire need of the parks. In sub-tropical countries like Pakistan, hot 
weather prevails for a longer period of the year, therefore, propensity for parks can be 
assumed to be very common. Table 2 describe the classification, standards, and 
properties of urban parks for passive recreation followed by all the municipalities and 
cities of Pakistan (PEPAC, 1986). 

 
According to (PEPAC, 1986)“ at a gross urban area densities around 30 persons 

per acre (which are common in cities of country), it implies 18% of land should be 
reserved for planned open spaces, at 20 persons per acre it is 12%”. Recommended by 

Punjab Local Government and Community Development Department, any private 
housing scheme developer which need approval from the  Tehsil Municipal 
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Administration or Development Authority must adhere to requirements of “open space or 

park seven percent (7%) or above” (Government of Punjab, 2010). 
 
 

 
Table 2: Standards for urban parks in Pakistan 

Type Size Catchment area Characteristics 
Metropolitan City 
Park  

50-70 hectares  Up to 3,200- 8,000 
meters 

A specialized facility 
containing zoo & 
botanical garden  

City  Park 12-15 hectares 3,200 meters or 
more 

Wide range of 
amusement 
facilities, fountains, 
lake, landscaping 
etc.  

Community  Park  4-5 hectares 1,200 meters Selected 
amusement 
facilities, paved 
walks, tree 
plantation   

Neighborhood  
Park 

3.25-4 hectares About 400 meters Wide range of child 
play fixtures, walking 
and jogging paths 

Mohalla Park  1.6-3.6 hectares About 400 meters Tot-lots with slides, 
swings, other 
spaces with some 
greenery  

Source: (PEPAC, 1986). 
 

Parks are elemental components of urban landscapes that provide environmental 
and social function value. In particular, urban parks provide spaces for open-air physical 
activity. In order to enjoy the opportunities for activities in parks, users must have 
reasonable access to these resources. A starting point for inquiries about utilization and 
potential benefits of urban green spaces is an assessment of their geographical 
accessibility (Shafqat, 2013). 

 
The distance of a park from the residential areas influences the diversity of park 

values. All other factors being equal, park value diversity remains higher closer to the 
residential sector (Brown, 2008). The residential area is viewed as a concentration of 
human habitation (source of human values) that can be appropriated with the provision of 
urban parks (sinks for human values) with no explicit or common barrier for movement 
other than distance. Parks have identifiable boundaries but cities do not have obvious 
physical boundaries. Generally, having more local parks within walking distance can be 
positively associated with park use, while the necessity of driving to reach a park often 
deter its use. Thus, one of the key issues of cities that has emerged is the necessity of 
having accessible public parks, especially in denser urban areas and where homes lack 
yard space (Hayden Brooks et al., 2011) . There are numerous benefits of implementing a 
“walk ability” goal. Families living close to parks are more likely to exercise regularly, 
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“leading to weight loss, increased energy, and overall health.” Children who can access 

parks and unstructured outdoor play receive a host of other benefits, including cognitive 
growth and socialization benefits. Sturm & Cohen (2003) concluded in a study conducted 
on Los Angles that the highest scores on the Mental Health Inventory scale were among 
residents within short walking distance from the park. 

Park access attracts families to neighborhoods, fosters a sense of communities 
through increased opportunities for social and recreational interaction, and produces 
economic benefits such as enhanced property values (McKernan & Grose, 2007). The 
association between consumption of ecological amenities in a park setting and improved 
physical and mental health substantiates the need for improved accessibility to green 
areas in lower-income neighborhoods (Loukaitou-Sideris & Sideris, 2009). Fermino, 
Reis, Hallal & Kaczynski (2001) while putting emphasis on the significance of parks 
investigated that how socio-demographic and health characteristics of quality of life, and 
perceptions of places are associated with park use in Curitiba, Brazil. There is also an 
evidence that distance from parks and open spaces is inversely associated with use and 
physical activity behavior (Kaczynski & Henderson, 2007), which might suggest that 
creating more neighborhood parks within walking distance to most residents could 
encourage physical activity participation in the population. 

 
III.  Data Sources and Methodology 

This study has been carried out on Bahawalpur City which is situated in the 
southern part of Punjab, Pakistan. According to the last census conducted by (Population 
Census Organisation, 1998), Tehsil Municipal Administration Bahawalpur city had a 
total population of 377467 persons. According to Punjab Development Statistic Report 
the current estimated population of the city is 572284 persons (Punjab, 2012). Its climate 
is hot and dry. People of Bahawalpur experience extreme temperatures in both winter and 
summer season. Rainfall is very sporadic. Administratively, Bahawalpur City is divided 
into two units; Bahawalpur City and Bahawalpur Sadar. Therefore, both the units were 
considered for the assessment of spatial distribution and allocation gaps of urban parks. 
Like most of the other parts of Punjab, Bahawalpur is also facing several environmental 
problems and one of the main factors behind these problems is lack of green spaces and 
their inadequate management. This piece of research work presents an analysis of the 
distribution of present parks in the Bahawalpur City and identifies the potential sites for 
allocation of new parks. Data was gathered through field surveys, visual observation and 
development plan reports of Bahawalpur. Predominant part of data used for this study is 
based on the distribution of parks in the city. An extensive field survey of the city was 
conducted for the identification of parks within city so that the meaningful mapping to 
show the distribution of parks could be done. Ground true thing and visualization of the 
base map taken from Google Earth and TMA Bahawalpur was also done during field 
surveys. For this purpose GPS was also used. Buffering technique was used to analyze 
the service area and service population of the city according to ANGSt Model. Service 
area and service population analysis was conducted and per capita park area was also 
calculated. In the light of the research findings a set of recommendations have been put 
forth which can help the planners for appropriate allocation of more parks in the city and 
accordingly for its beautification and sustainability.   
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IV.  Results and Discussion 
According to the Government of Pakistan cited in National Reference Manual on 

Planning and Infrastructure Standards (PEPAC, 1986), at a gross urban area densities 
around 75 persons per hectare  (30 persons per acres) which are common in cities of 
Pakistan, it implies that 18% of the land should be reserved for planned open spaces. 
Particularly for the residential colonies, according to Punjab Local Government and 
Community Development Department, any private housing scheme developer which 
need approval from the  Tehsil Municipal Administration or Development Authority 
must adhere to requirements of “open space or park seven percent (7%) or 

above”(Government of Punjab, 2010).   
  
Bahawalpur City experiences diversity in the land use as shown in Map 1. Linear 

pattern or the road network in and outside the city is very good and extensive. City is 
growing along the transportation routes on all sides. Commercial land use is networked 
on the sides of these roads. Old walled city, which is actually the city center, is the major 
commercial area of the city at present, having bazaars, wholesale markets, cloth markets, 
furniture markets, surgical markets, vehicle workshops, small scale industries and many 
other varieties.  

 
Cantonment area is situated on the southwestern margins of the city on Yazman 

road. Educational institutions are distributed randomly depending upon the availability of 
land and need for school or colleges. Major health center of the city is Bahawalpur 
Victoria Hospital, which is located on the circular road, while many other small and 
major health centers are found at diverse places. Services such as GPO, police stations, 
government administrative offices and bus stands are shown on map 1. Major industrial 
area is situated on the Multan Road outside the major residential areas. There are also 
many open lands and vacant plots present in the residential zones. City is embedded with 
many residential areas, including new and old areas. By the passage of time new 
residential towns were planned and at present a number of private housing schemes have 
been introduced and appeared significantly on the face of city. This rapidly changing 
scene has increased the importance of parks and green spaces for city dwellers. 

  
Spread of parks in the city is a very important factor in analyzing the accessibility 

and provision of this amenity service to the city residents. According to the survey 
conducted and the information provided by Tehsil Municipal Administration and 
Cantonment Board Bahawalpur, 40 parks of different sizes are allocated in the city as 
shown in table 1 and on Map 1. The biggest according to the occupancy of area are Golf 
Club (46.07ha), Garrison Park (38.31ha), Dring Stadium (17.6ha), Gulzar-e-Sadiq Park 
(16.6ha) and Zoological Park (13.7 ha). These five jointly occupy about 132.28 hectares 
of land which is 86.53% of the total park area of the city. Remaining 13.47% of the park 
area of city is distrusted among 35 parks. 

  
Some of the city parks are like the sidewalks along the roads or act as large round-

abouts like Kashmir Park and Faizwala Park. Some are specific play areas e.g. Golf Club 
and Iqbal Sports Complex. Some are only grassy plots or green spaces like One Unit 
Chowk Park. A large Zoological Park is also located near old walled city which is a 
major attraction for visitors inside and outside the city.  A large Garrison Park is also 
located in the Cantonment area of the city.  
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A variety of parks are embedded in the built up area both along the major roads 

and in the residential areas to fulfill the aesthetic and ecological need of the city. 
Proximity of the residential areas increased rapidly with the time but the allocation of 
services has never been a rapidly developing phenomenon. It is also reflected in the fact 
that total built up area of the city is approximately 3760 hectares (37 square kilometers) 
while total park area coverage is only152.87 hectares which is just4.06% of the total built 
up area (Table 3). 

 
Table3: Park area coverage in Bahawalpur City 

Sr. 
No. 

Park  Name  Area 
(ha) 

Sr. 
No. 

Park  Name  Area 
(ha) 

1 Garrison Park 38.31 21 Zoological Park 13.7 

2 Madr-e-Millat Park 2.41 22 Committee Chowk Park 0.67 

3 One Unit Chowk Park 0.42 23 Park 0.22 

4 Satellite Town Park 1 0.46 24 Trust Colony park 1 0.94 

5 Satellite Town Park 2 0.41 25 Chowk Fawara Park 0.22 

6 Satellite Town Park 3 0.34 26 Fareed Ladies Park 2.10 

7 Satellite Town Park 4 0.85 27 Model Town A Park 1 0.50 

8 Satellite Town Park 5 0.32 28 Model Town A Park 2 0.90 

9 Satellite Town Park 6 0.48 29 Gulzar-e-Sadiq Park 16.6 

10 Satellite Town Park 7 0.40 30 Model Town B Park 0.19 

11 Satellite Town Park 8 0.34 31 Shahdra Park 2.00 

12 Satellite Town Park 9 0.14 32 Model Town C Park 1 0.16 

13 Satellite Town Park 10 0.43 33 Model Town C Park 2 0.16 

14 Satellite Town Park 11 0.93 34 Model Town C Park 3 0.27 

15 One Unit Colony Park 1 0.33 35 Model Town C Park 4 1.25 

16 One Unit Colony Park 2 0.27 36 Model Town C Park 5 0.22 

17 One Unit Colony Park 3 0.28 37 Rohi Park  0.23 

18 One Unit Colony Park 4 0.15 38 Kashmir Park  0.36 

19 Faizwala Park 0.08 39 View Park  1.16 

20 Sports Complex (Dring 
Stadium) 

17.60 40 Golf Club 46.07 

Total area covered by parks in Bahawalpur city = 152.87 hectares 
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Map1: Spatial distribution of urban parks and major residential colonies in Bahawalpur 
City 
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A buffer zone is any area that serves the purpose of keeping real world features 
distant from one another. In GIS applications buffer zones are always represented as 
vector polygons enclosing other polygon, line or point features.  To calculate the service 
area this buffering tool was used. Accessible Natural Green space Standards (ANGSt) 
were used for assessing the provision of places where people can experience and enjoy 
nature. They recommend that provision should be made of at least 2ha of accessible 
natural green space per 1000 population and no person should live more than 300 meters 
from their nearest area of natural green space of at least 2ha in size. 
Map 2: Buffered service area of parks in Bahawalpur City 
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Service area within a linear distance of 300 meters from park was measured by 
simple buffering method (Map 2).  

 Total built up area of the city Bahawalpur is 3760 hectares, total park area 
calculated is 152.87 hectares while total buffered area of the park areas is 654.8 hectares 
as calculated by using ArcGIS 10.1. 

3.1 Service Area Analysis 
 Service area ratio is the percentage of service area within the area of analysis 

excluding park areas; 

 
 
Results are shown in Table 4.  

 
 
 



556      Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 34, No. 2 

 

Table 4: Results of service area analysis of parks in Bahawalpur City 
Total built up 
area (ha) 

Total park area 
(ha) 

Proportion of 
park area in total 
built-up  area  

Total service 
area by parks 
(ha) 

Service area 
ratio (%) 

3760 152.87 4.06% 654.8 18.15 

 
 4.06% of the built up area of the city is park area which is very less compared to 
the standards of the (PEPAC, 1986)  18% of the area of any city should be reserved for 
the Green spaces. So the present conditions are not very good for the city residents. Only 
18.15% of the whole built up area is services by these parks and green spaces which 
again is not a very good proportion.   
 
 
3.2 Service Population Analysis 
 Service population ratio indicates the percentage of service population by parks 
among the total population within the area of analysis; 

 
 
 
Table 5: Results of Service Population Ratio of Parks in Bahawalpur City 

Estimated total 
population of  the city in 
2012 (person)  

Population served 
by parks (person) 

Proportion of 
population served by 
parks 

Per capita 
park area 
(ha) 

*572284 67259 11.75 0.00027 
*Estimated total population of the city is only the urban population of the Bahawalpur City and 
Bahawalpur Saddar according to the Punjab Development Statistic Report 2012.  
 
 Table 5 shows results of service population ratio of parks in Bahawalpur City. 
According to the results only 11.75% of population residing in the city is served by 
existing park. So results show that remaining 88% live more than 300 meters away from 
park areas, hence have no green space service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Asad Ali Khan, Adila Shafqat      557 

 

Map 3: Concentration of park areas in Bahawalpur city 

 
 

A contrast of park distribution was seemed between northern and southern parts of 
the city as shown on Map 3. Government residential colonies and housing schemes 
developed by the government show a high concentration of parks than that of their 
counterpart private residential areas. Keeping in view the concentration of parks in some 
specific sites, experience better provision to these amenity spaces. For example Satellite 
Town scheme which was approved in 1973-74 covers an area of 135 hectares (333 acres) 
excluding extension. It was built in 1978 and again was extended in 1985. This 
residential colony has 13 parks of different categories. 

 
Cantonment area has a large size Garrison Park, which is accessible and open only 

for the people residing within the cantonment boundary. People of other residential areas 
have to get a prior permission to visit this park. Areas of Model Town A, B and C have 
numerous small and big parks, having children play areas, walking tracks, sports 
facilities, open green grounds and a healthy environment. A zoological Park or Zoo is 
also situated opposite to the Dring Stadium and walled with the old city boundaries. 

  
Study reveals further that planned residential areas and government residential 

colonies have relatively a better provision of parks for the residents than other residential 
areas. In contrast to map 3 showing areas having good density of parks map 4 shows the 
extent of areas having no parks or public amenity green spaces. Six such zones have been 
demarcated in the city which is seriously lacking park facilities (map 4). 
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Map 4: Park deficit areas of Bahawalpur City 

 
 
 Starting from the eastern side first zone comprising Tibba Badar Sher, Hamaytian 
Basti, Salman Colony, Johar Town, Maqbool Colony and residential areas along Baghdad 
Station is densely populated; second zone comprising of Bihar Colony, Sajid Awan 
Town, Muslim Town, Darbar Mahal Town, Garden Town, Goheer Colony, Riaz Colony 
is also highly populated; third zone consisting on Bindra Basti, Alahabad Colony, Javed 
Colony, Shadman, Basti Purana Bindra, Ghareeb Abad and Shadra is another densely 
populated part of the city; fourth zone consists on Basti  Choraya, Goth Ghaani,  Muhajir 
Colony and residential areas along the railway station and railway track; fifth zone 
comprising of Islami Colony, Tibba Basti, Dilawar Colony and other residential areas 
along Yazman road is located on southern side of city; and sixth zone comprises old 
walled city of Bahawalpur which is a mixture of residential and commercial areas and is 
built in cellular pattern characterized with narrow streets and mohallas Table 6. The only 
park situated near to old walled city is Zoological Park and Gulzar-e-Sadiq Park. These 
six zones are deprived and therefore are potential sites for the allocation of new parks. 
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Table 6: Park deficient zones of the city 

Park deficient 
zones of the 
city 

Location in city Residential colonies located in the 
zone 

Current 
status 

Zone-1 Eastern part of 
city 

Tibba Badar Sher, Hamaytian Basti, 
Salman Colony, Johar Town, 
Maqbool Colony and residential areas 
along Baghdad Station 

No park or 
green space 

Zone-2 North eastern 
part of city 

Bihar Colony, Sajid Awan Town, 
Muslim Town, Darbar Mahal Town, 
Garden Town, Goheer Colony, Riaz 
Colony 

No park or 
green space 

Zone-3 Northern part 
of city 

Bindra Basti, Alahabad Colony, Javed 
Colony, Shadman, Basti Purana 
Bindra, Ghareeb Abad, Shadra 

No park or 
green space 

Zone-4 Western part 
of city 

Basti Choraya, Goth Ghaani,  Muhajir 
Colony and residential areas along 
the railway station and railway track 

No park or 
green space 

Zone-5 South eastern 
part of city 

Islami Colony, Tibba Basti, Dilawar 
Colony and other residential areas 
along Yazman road 

No park or 
green space 

Zone-6 Central part of 
city 

Old walled city of Bahawalpur No park or 
green space 

 
V.   Conclusion and suggestions 

The analysis of urban park distribution in Bahawalpur City revealed that there are 
explicit differences between different residential areas with regard to the provision of this 
amenity service. The number, size, type and distribution of parks in the city is noticeably 
inconsistent and insufficient not according to the given standards. The study reached the 
conclusion that the area covered by the parks in Bahawalpur City is also less than the 
prescribed standards. Allocation of new parks is important to increase the per capita park 
ratio and served population. Number of neighborhood parks within the residential zones 
is not very common, especially those larger than two hectares. Many parks are passive 
parks or the grassy plots only. While people want such kind of parks that are more active 
and vibrant.  Keeping in view the motives of the park visitors, number of parks needs to 
be increased. Vacant plots and open spaces can be transformed into parks with active or 
passive recreation. Special attention of the planners and city authorities is desirable to 
increase the park areas and to design such parks which can be mesmerizing and attractive 
for the communities. During the survey it was noticed that maintenance of parks is also a 
critical issue which needs allocation of funds, labor, and active participation of city 
authorities and neighborhood communities.  
  

In view of the findings of the study, problems and prospects of the area can be 
easily identified and following suggestions can be useful to overcome them; 

i. Allocation of Small Urban Parks: A great urban park can be as small as a 
house lot. Design is what makes a park great. A well design park can be 
small but it can have capacity to attract people, make them want to stay. 
Such small parks can be allocated in vacant plot of those residential zones 
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which are deficit of green spaces or which are congested. Though 
Bahawalpur City needs bigger parks but the conversion of land use of the 
present built up city can be difficult. Hence such small parks can be very 
important, and these can be designed considering important physical 
characteristics. Small-scale urban  natural parks have the potential to 
contribute to the health and well-being of urban communities ("Bahawalpur 
Outline Developnment Plan 1974-1990," 1974) 

ii. Building Plazas and Outdoor Spaces: These parks can be allocated in 
commercial areas of urban counterparts. Sidewalks along roads, a small 
plaza park with a fountain and few seating space between tall buildings, an 
outdoor grassy space between shopping centers can help in increasing the 
ratio of park areas in the city.  

iii. Maintenance of Parks: Maintenance of parks is as important as the 
allocation of new parks. Health of grass and vegetation, condition of toilets 
and seating, walking tracks, children play area, lighting and cleanliness is 
sometimes damaged due to the continuous use of park.  Maintaining, 
repairing, refurbishing and cleaning the park are important task for the 
responsible authority. Regular park staff, volunteers or temporary hires can 
serve in this part.  

iv. Community Development Corporations: Building partnership with public 
agencies and nonprofit organization can generate more excitement and 
interest. It can be very successful to renovate parks, refurbished sidewalks 
and restore greenways by creating partnership among communities and 
nonprofit sector  
(non-Governmental organizations). These civic development corporations 
can be ‘friends of” parks and green spaces. They can bring flexible funding, 
organizational structures, support and volunteers.   

v. Parks can be Gardens: parks needs not to be grass and trees only but can 
have new and innovative elements such as public gardens, sports areas (golf 
course), lake views, zoological or botanical gardens etc. New and divers 
patterns of vegetation can be used to design new parks so that the people 
can experience new ecological benefits. 
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